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October 5, 1955 


Dear Allen: 


of thPcJSlJ n Intell ^ nce ActiTities (Clark Committee") 

° n °»- Organisation of the Executive Branch of the 
Government (Hoover Commission), in its public Report to the Congress 
on Intelligence dated May 1 955, but released in June, makes a number 

of /J^^nts concerning the attitude of the Depsr tment 

o State toward intelligence collection activities. In the Conclu- 
sions and Recommendations (Part VII, pages 37-38) it is stated: 

"... Also among some of those responsible for implementation 
of our foreign policy by diplomacy and negotiation, there 

d-X^ eXiSt 311 abho r rence to Wthlng -that might lead to 
diplomatic or even protocol complications. 

, . “This negative attitude, usually at the desk level, at 
times stifled initiative and action in the collection of in- 
telligence. Some of these efforts, if permitted to proceed 
properly, might have brought direct and immediate results 
and made positive contributions to the national welfare that 
would have Juetified the attendant politic *£*£?££? 
ible inconsequential diplomatic embarrassment." 

Se rt R^o??’ s ^ e tS?f t0 ^ inadequa ^ ° f «“> Soviet Bloc, 

"... Success in this field depends on greater boldness at 

PoliticS y and V ?% a W i llin ? n f SS t0 acce P t certain calculated 
SpabilSies?" ^ ^ fUl1 USe of techn °lcgLcal 


25X1 


. The Department is naturally concerned at such allegations and 
desires to learn what the basis for them might be. In the TOP SBBBET 
Task Force Report dated May 1935, I can find no wbs^tSI IItL 

the public" 1 " renort *5}® char £ es ^a±nat the Department made in 

P abll J. r ®Pcrt. However, according to the TOP SECRET Report, Appen- 

r ? ’ WhlCh has not been available to the Depa rfajSStT fully di scusse, 

Would 
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it be possible for you to make this Appendix available to me on a 
highly restricted basis? Alternatively, could you send to us a 
statement, generally summarizing the Report's position on this 
matter, as was, I believe, suggested by the President's Military 
Secretary. 

Directly related to the question of what was said by the public 
Task Force Report would be the views of your Agency on the question 
of the Department's attitude toward intelligence and intelligence 
operations. Naturally the Department would wish to know it if this 
analysis is correct in your view, and would wish promptly to take 
remedial action if legitimate intelligence activities are inhibited 
by the actions of Foreign Service or Departmental officers. 

Sincerely, 

^7^ r i 

W. Park Armstrong, Jr. V ^ 
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